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Feels so natural
A Matter of Perception: Linking Minds
Palazzo Litta, Milan
4 – 9 April 2017
The dual soul of Yamakawa Rattan’s 2017 furniture collection reveals its extremely natural character: the sobriety of its Japanese origins (the brand was established in Tokyo in 1952) is combined with quality rattan from Indonesia, skilfully bent by hand using age-old techniques.

Yamakawa presents its new catalogue along with new collections designed by Omi Tahara (Japan) and Alvin Tjitrowirjo (Indonesia).

Preserving your ties to your origins, demonstrating respect for your heritage, never sacrificing your identity: Yamakawa Rattan has met this challenge, starting out as a crafts workshop in Tokyo in the ’50s and growing into an international brand that works with the best rattan in the world, grown in the forests of Indonesia.

Yamakawa Rattan’s 2017 catalogue, with art direction by Paola Bellani, tells the story in pictures – photos taken by Francesca Ferrari – of a voyage more than 60 years long which began on the streets of Tokyo, where Yamakawa’s contemporary character may be found, interpreting the vibrant culture of the big city against the backdrop of the many patterns typical of the Japanese capital’s urban fabric.
This is where the pictures of the chair and love seat in “Relation”, an ultra-contemporary cult collection by Japanese designer Omi Tahara, were taken, featuring the leitmotif of the relationship between hand-woven rattan and the metal core that makes it stable and durable.

From metropolitan geometries to the relaxing tropical landscapes of Bali, where the new “Petal” armchair and “Linger” bench/sofa, both by young Indonesian designer Alvin Tjitrowirjo, and the cosy rattan “Fruit Bowl” sofa (by Omi Tahara) appear amidst the luxuriant greenery and tropical sunshine of the gardens and living rooms of big homes in Bali. 
In these spaces, natural materials are perfect for architectural structures that go beyond the traditional division between interior and exterior to propose an alternative, hybrid concept of space.
Petal is like a sort of giant flower, with a tall back made up of hand-braided, bent and curved rattan rings supported by thin strings of tone-on-tone leather: elements for creating a true indoor oasis or a refined, cosy open air setting with an atmosphere of relaxation and wellness. 

Linger, in contrast with its name, has a fluid structure of parallel rattan canes in a shape that suggests a flowing motion, available in three different sizes.
The last stop on the tour, Cirebon – where Yamakawa furniture is made – is located on the island of Java, Indonesia, where skilful hands bend, fold and weave the rattan to make these lightweight, unconventional items of furniture. 
This is the world’s best rattan, coming from the rainforests of Kalimantan, Sulawesi and Sumatra, where it grows quickly and reproduces incessantly, making it the perfect ecological raw material.

When cut, rattan becomes wonderfully malleable in the artisans’ hands, but a huge amount of it is needed to make just one chair, or the base of one table: 1100 metres – that’s more than one kilometre long! It takes more than 3 days to weave all this rattan entirely by hand.
Feels so Natural: a modern interpretation of traditional forms, perfectly balanced elegant, encompassing shapes, a harmony established through use of a natural material and quality workmanship, a perfect blend of curved lines with clean, simple straight sections, somewhere between strength and softness, between new textures and refined colour combinations.

Yamakawa Rattan is the first Japanese company to make a product appearing in the permanent collection of MoMa in New York. 
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