
Belg ium i s Des ign Mi l an Des ign Week 2017 1/19  Be lg i tude be lg iumisdes ign .be

4 — 9 . 0 4 . 2 0 1 7
d e s i g n  w e e k
m i l a n

f u o r i s a l o n e
p a l a z z o  l i t t a

BELGITUDE

PRESS K I T

 A Mat ter  of  Perception — Link ing Minds
 Palazzo Li t ta  — Corso Magenta 24, Milano
 Open dai l y  :  11am-9pm
 Press preview :  3 Apr i l ,  3-7pm
 Opening reception :  4 Apr i l ,  7-11pm

 a n  i n i t i a t i v e  b y
Belgium is Design 

belgiumisdesign.be

 e x h i b i t i o n  c o n c e p t
 DAMN° Magazine — Siegr id Demy t tenaere

damnmagazine.net

 c o m m u n i c a t i o n
 Giovanna Massoni  & Emma Firmin

designstreams.net

p h o t o s
 Laeti t ia  Bica

laeti t iabica .be

Siegr id Demy t tenaere  
waterproof2000.be

s c e n o g r a p h y 
V+ (Jörn Aram Bihain, Maximiliaan Royakkers)
vplus.org

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n
Kidnap Your Designer 
k idnapyourdesigner.com

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://damnmagazine.net
http://designstreams.net
http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://laetitiabica.be
http://waterproof2000.be
http://vplus.org
http://kidnapyourdesigner.com


Belg ium i s Des ign Mi l an Des ign Week 2017 2 /19  Be lg i tude be lg iumisdes ign .be

Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn  is  strengthening i ts 
commitment to promote design 
companies & designers dur ing the 
Mi lan Design Week.  This year,  as in 
2016,  the regional  Belgian insti tu-
t ions F landers DC (former ly  Design 
F landers),  MAD Brussels and WBDM 
– Wallonia Brussels Design Fashion, 
are not  only coordinating Belgian 
design actions dur ing the Mi lan 
Design Week,  but  acti vely  generat-
ing the exhibi ted work of  designers 
and companies. 

As such,  from 4–9 Apr i l  Belgium is 
Design returns to the spectacular 
location of  the Palazzo Li t ta where 
i t  wi l l  contr ibute to the DAMN° 
Magazine and Mosca Par tners group 
project  A  Ma t t e r  o f  P e r c ep t i o n .  Here the 
theme is dedicated to ‘Link ing Minds’ 
and features a cour t yard instal la-
t ion by renowned archi tects Di l ler 
Scofidio + Renfro.  In the words of 
the organisers:  ‘ The goal  is  to create 
an exhibi t ion that  lends insight  into 
the creati ve process between two or 
more persons,  ideas that  grow from 
scratch through a mix of  fr iendship, 
mutual  trust ,  exper ience,  as wel l  as 
lots of  amore & umore that  resul ts  in 
a wonder ful  f inal  product…’
 
A beauti ful  room on the f i rs t  f loor  of 
the 17th centur y Palazzo wi l l  host  the 
Belgian plat form, curated by DAMN° 
Magazine /  Siegr id Demy t tenaere, 
under the t i t le  Be l g i t u de .  Rather  than 
defining af f ini t ies or  pecul iar i t ies,  this 
t i t le  is  a simple declarat ion of  pr ide 
in diversi t y:  di f ferent  histor ical  roots, 

di f ferent  languages,  di f ferent  back-
grounds,  sk i l ls  and industr ial  special i -
t ies.  Fear less to innovate,  or  to open 
up new hor izons,  or  to mix identi t ies. 
This is  Belgium. 

Elaborating on the 2016 approach, 
Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn  and DAMN° Magazine 
asked the designers to select  the 
companies they wanted to col laborate 
wi th .  The reasons for  their  choices 
are boundless:  af f ini t y,  continui t y  or 
cur iosi t y… Be l g i t u de  is  about exchang-
ing know-hows,  col laborati ve excel -
lence,  fr iendly dialogues,  but  most 
of  al l ,  i t  is  about local  production, 
and defini tely,  about t ime.  The t ime 
that  is  behind creation is  both fast 
and slow.  Six  months to design and 
make an object  sets the stopwatches 
t ick ing,  yet  this  smal l -scale countr y 
has a major  qual i t y:  a poetic ,  i ronic 
and sur real is t ic  at t i tude to make 
ever y thing possible.  Paral lel  to this , 
a slower dimension l ies equal l y  wi th 
the abi l i t y  of  each selected company 
to produce long-term and endur ing 
products,  but  also in the nature of 
the col laboration wi th designers that 
deeply understand the sk i l ls  and 
l imi ts to overcome. Yes,  because that 
is  design:  the capaci t y  to transcend 
the l imi t  and take a r isk – together, 
designers and entrepreneurs.  And i t ’s 
not  surpr ising that  such intense col -
laborations of ten turn into fr iendships. 

Displayed on whi te sur faces of  di f-
ferent  mater ials  by the Brussels-
based archi tecture studio V+,  each 
object  becomes par t  of  the Belgian 
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landscape.  Made of  a var iet y of 
tex tures and scales,  t ypologies and 
or ientations,  this  mul t i tude tel ls  us 
about industr y,  ar t  and craf tsmanship; 
products,  protot ypes or  one-of fs;  as 
wel l  as about the fer t i le  l inks and 
cross-pol l inations between tech-
niques,  production technologies and, 
above al l ,  human beings. 

The sk i l l  of  par t ic ipant  designers and 
of  their  inter locutors,  be i t  craf ts-
manship,  high-qual i t y  labour,  ar t  or 
cut t ing-edge technical  know-hows, 

is  made visible.  And the stor y is 
enhanced by the work of  a pho-
tographer:  this  year  is  the turn of 
Laeti t ia  Bica ,  who wi l l  interpret 
the essence of  each col laboration 
in pic tures that  wi l l  be featured in 
the exhibi t ion and accompanying 
catalogue.  No need for  anonym-
i t y  or  secret  recipes that  hide the 
project  and the process.  Belgium’s 
renown openness invi tes you to 
discover the behind-the-scenes of 
i ts  legendar y creati v i t y. 

CRE ATIVE TE AMS

ATELIER LACHAERT DHANIS (SOFIE LACHAERT 
& LUC D’HANIS) / ART CASTING 
are work ing on a complex cast  piece, 
playing wi th v isual  perceptions 
and decontex tual ised domestic 
archetypes.  Tr i o  is  three bronze 
chairs soldered together,  wherein 
sophist icated conceptual  design 
combines wi th the foundr y ’s 
special i t y  of  casting for  ar tworks.

NICOLAS BOVESSE / KERAMIS 
are chal lenging ceramic throwing 
techniques in order  to create a 
sol id and durable smal l  table of 
ear thenware and steel .  The f inal 
resul t  wi l l  be for  sale v ia Keramis, 
a Wal loon ceramics museum and 
research centre.

JEAN-FRANÇOIS D’OR / MAISON VERVLOET 
carr y on a successful  col laboration 
investing design accessor ies wi th 
poetr y and a sur real is t ic  ‘cl in  d’œil ’ 
that  transforms anonymous f i t t ings 
(door handles,  door bel ls ,  umbrel la 
holders)  into a precious landscape of 
functional  rever ies.  Maison Ver vloet 
has been creating high-end hand-
craf ted hardware for  over  100 years. 

BENOÎT DENEUFBOURG / CRUSO 
decided to seal  their  mutual  love for 
wood by completing the Padd l e  chair 
col lection wi th stools and barstools . 
As a Belgian design manufacturer, 
i t ’s  also a ref lection of  Cruso’s goal  to 
uni te outstanding designers wi th the 
f inest  craf tsmen. 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://www.atelierlachaertdhanis.com
http://www.atelierlachaertdhanis.com
http://www.artcasting.be/visie_en.php
http://www.nicolasbovesse.com
http://www.keramis.be
http://www.loudordesign.be
http://www.loudordesign.be
http://vervloet.com
http://benoitdeneufbourg.com
http://cruso.com
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NATHALIE DEWEZ / VAL SAINT LAMBERT 
is  a f i rs t- t ime col laboration that 
reinterprets the tradi t ional  cr ystal -
cut t ing sk i l ls  and archives of  the 
Wal loon cr ystal  company,  which has 
been handmaking i ts  col lections 
for  near ly  200 years.  Focusing 
on inner l ight  projection and 
emphasising the shade of  the cut 
mater ial ,  three lamps wi l l  be formed 
by two layers of  lef t-over  cr ystal  wi th 
LED l ight  f i x tures in the centre.

JAN & RANDOALD / LABT 
are once again work ing together on 
a project  that  engages the former ’s 
sk i l ls  as graphic designers and the 
lat ter ’s  as special is t  s tudio-maker of 
customised furni ture.  The Ron t gen  Rac k 
is  a stackable and adaptable ser ies 
of  modules that  change their  function, 
focusing on the idea that  repeti t ion is 
a form of  change.

LAEND (CHEVALIER MASSON 
+ DIANE STEVERLYNCK) / VALERIE_TRAAN 
sees the three designers brought 
together by the Antwerp gal ler y 
and edi tor  to develop a col lection 
of  carpets that  provides the kni t ted 
sur face wi th di f ferent  pat terns 
depending on the obser vation point . 
Key to this ef fect  is  the invention of 
an exper imental  thread,  for  which 
col laboration wi th the special is t 
spinning mil l  of  Diese Wolle and 
the exper t ise and infrastructure 
of  Belgian producer and edi tor  of 
carpets Limi ted Edi t ion has been 
instrumental .

XAVIER LUST /  
CHARLES SCHAMBOURG BY NACARAT 
is  a long-standing relat ionship and 
here the designer has chosen to 
work wi th the luxur y woven leather 
workshop to create a protot ype seat 
worked in aluminium, upholster y 
and woven leather,  highl ighting the 
respective craf tsmanship of  both 
par tners.

MULLER VAN SEVEREN / EMAILLERIE BELGE 
is  a par tnership that  br ings the 
dist incti ve assemblies of  the design 
duo together wi th an enamell ing 
company that  has evolved from i ts 
industr ial  past  to ar t isanal  fu ture. 
This protot ype project  sees high-end 
f inished sur faces interplay in 
elementar y archi tectures,  one steel 
plate folded to form a smal l  desk , 
rack and/or  folding screen and then 
enamelled in colours that  accentuate 
the shape.

JULIEN RENAULT / KEWLOX 
is  a recent  relat ionship in which 
the young designer has been 
col laborating wi th the 1950s icon of 
sel f-assembled furni ture as ar t is t ic 
di rector  to develop a complementar y 
col lection.  Chal lenging the patented 
histor ical  system, the designer is 
developing a new interpretat ion of  the 
modular  archi tecture that  plays wi th 
transparencies and introduces glass 
into the pieces. 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://nathaliedewez.com
http://www.val-saint-lambert.com
http://www.janenrandoald.be
http://www.labt.be
http://www.laend.be
http://www.chevaliermasson.be
http://www.dianesteverlynck.be
http://www.valerietraan.be
http://xavierlust.com
http://www.nacarat.be
http://mullervanseveren.be
http://www.emailleriebelge.com
http://www.julienrenaultobjects.com
http://www.kewlox.eu
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 ATELIER L ACHAERT DHANIS –  ART CASTING

 atel ier lachaer tdhanis .com + ar tcasting.be

 t r i o
bronze

95 x 65 x 82 cm

A work in which three bronze-cast 
chai rs are so ldered together,  p lay ing 
wi th v isual  percept ions and domest ic 

archet ypes by composi t ion and contex t . 
The p iece is  a l imi ted edi t ion of  three.

photo © a te l i e r  l achaer t  dhan is

Meanings and connections.  This project 
exempli f ies the conceptual  strategy of 
atel ier  lachaer t  dhanis,  which subtly 
inter venes wi th the famil iar  and dai l y 
to create new interpretat ions.  And wi th 
sur face the f i rs t  clue to understand and 
classi f y  an object ,  here an anonymous 
yet  archetypal  chair  confounds expecta-
t ions and memor ies:  for  i t  is  not  the sof t 
unevenness of  wood but  smooth bronze 
that  meets the t ips of  the f ingers.

The designers chose to work wi th 
bronze precisely because of  i ts  relat ion-
ship to ar t  and sculpture.  As par tners, 
Ar t  Casting is  a special is t  ar t  foundr y 
that  considers the act  of  casting as 
impor tant  as the sculpture i tsel f,  an ex-
tension of  the ar t is t ’s  v ision which main-
tains al l  i ts  or iginal  detai ls  and concept . 
Together,  Lachaer t  & d’Hanis and the 
highly-sk i l led team of  Ar t  Casting spent 
over  a thousand hours meticulously 
creating a wooden model  at  f i rs t ,  then 
cut  i t  into pieces to be cast ,  cleaned, 
and soldered back together into an 
almost  f luid,  ef for t lessly  merging form. 
Entangl ing the viewers gaze,  Tr io is  a 
testament to the power of  the sur face. 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://www.atelierlachaertdhanis.com
http://artcasting.be
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 NICOL AS BOVESSE – KER AMIS

 nicolasbovesse.com + keramis.be

t o r n a d e
Ear thenware,  s teel

45 x Ø45 cm

Smal l  tab le featur ing an ear thenware 
base turned on a pot ter ’s  wheel . 
The p iece wi l l  be for  sale v ia the 

ceramics museum & research 
centre Keramis . 

photo © N ico las Bovesse

‘A magic moment for  a project  that 
grows wi th four  hands.’  The warm 
words of  designer Nicolas Bovesse 
character ise his f i rs t  col laboration wi th 
Keramis and i ts  craf tsman-ceramist  Guy 
Woestyn.  Bovesse is  fascinated by the 
craf tsman-ceramist  relat ionship,  espe-
cial l y  the pot ter ’s  wheel:  the way the 
form develops in front  of  his eyes;  the 
calmness and focus required;  the wi l l ing-
ness to al low onesel f  to be tamed by 
the mater ial .

Basing his project  on tornadoes,  Bovesse 
aims to signi f y  a tumul t  in our  inte-
r iors…to talk about cl imatic changes 
from the perceived safet y of  our  homes. 
Ini t ial l y  he only wanted to work from 
photographs and a k ind of  telepathy,  the 
form echoing the concept of  the piece, 
which as a natural  phenomenon has 
no defini t i ve form. Yet  Woestyn wanted 
more.  Meeting several  t imes,  i t  was a 
process ful l  of  subtle adjustments,  where 
the complexi t y  of  making an object 
of  natural  beauty emanates from the 
tension between the human inter ven-
t ion and the speci f ic  proper t ies of  the 
clay – an organic transformation rather 
than an ar t i f ic ial  mutation. 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://nicolasbovesse.com
http://keramis.be
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 JE AN-FR ANÇOIS D’OR – MAISON VERVLOE T

 loudordesign.be + ver vloet .com

Feel ing and sensi t i v i t y.  Designer 
Jean-François D’Or has been col laborat-
ing wi th Maison Ver vloet  for  six  years, 
drawing on i ts  centur y-old sk i l ls  as a 
maker of  high-end hardware.  From work-
shops,  to concept and object ,  i t ’s  been 
a shared adventure in which the mutual 
appreciat ion of  each other ’s  qual i t ies 
and craf t  has been a joy ful  and open ex-
per ience.  D’Or descr ibes Maison Ver vloet 
as ‘a jewel  home’,  one ful l  of  meanings, 
sensibi l i t ies and knowledge of  i ts  abi l i -
t ies that  is  precious to him and by con-
sequence,  to the wider design industr y.

Conceptual l y,  one of  the star t ing points 
for  this  col lection ref lected D’Or ’s 
exist ing desire to group a ser ies of 
objects around the sur real is t  label 
that  Belgium holds dear – however, 
there is  nothing non-functional  about 
this  sideways look .  The development 
is  an intr icate process of  protot yp-
ing,  step-by-step,  choice by choice, 
decision by decision.  As D’Or says, 
in this  project  God real l y  is  in the 
detai l  and this approach is  echoed by 
Maison Ver vloet ,  which despi te i ts  expe-
r ience always looks to each new project 
as a chal lenge.

w e l c o m e  h o m e 
w e a v i n g  o f  c l o u d s

Door handles
Mir ror- f in ished brass ,  s i l ver

55 x 38 x 135 mm

Door bel l  /  music box
Mir ror- f in ished brass ,  s i l ver,  musical 

mechanism
40 x Ø65 mm

Umbrel la suppor t
Mi r ror- f in ished brass ,  a luminium re in forced 

in whi te enamel ,  s ta in less s teel
Hook:  120 x 220 mm / ground plate: 

30 x 800 mm

Al l  three ob jec ts are protot ypes that  feature 
mi r ror- f in ished brass hand-pol ished by the 

ar t isans of  Maison Ver v loet ’s  workshop. 
The p ieces go in to produc t ion as par t  o f 

Maison Ver v loet ’s  Edi t ion col lec t ion th is year. 

photo © Jean-Franço is D ’Or /  Ma ison Ver v l oe t

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://loudordesign.be
http://vervloet.com
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 BENOÎT  DENEUFBOURG – CRUSO

 benoi tdeneufbourg.com + cruso.com

p a d d l e  s t o o l
Ash

44 x 30 x 75 cm 
44 x 30 x 65 cm
44 x 30 x 45 cm

UA ser ies of  s tools (s tool  and bars tool ) 
made in so l id wood and p l y wood. 

The ash s t ruc ture is  carefu l l y  assembled 
to compose a so l id archi tec ture of 

s imple and elegant l ines .

photo © Beno î t  Deneu fbourg

Infectious energy.  When Benoî t 
Deneufbourg f i rs t  met Ol i v ier  Stévenar t , 
founder of  Cruso,  the designer was 
struck by his passion for  wood and 
woodwork ing.  The scene was set  for  a 
creati ve process that  has been fostered 
in a spir i t  of  exchange;  a common-
ground par tnership from the beginning, 
in which Deneufbourg and the young 
Belgian company were always keen to 
learn from one another. 

The Paddle stool  is  the second col labo-
rat ion between Deneufbourg and Cruso, 
joining the Paddle col lection that  was 
launched in 2016.  Like the Paddle chair, 
i t  is  inspired by the sof t  cur ves of  a 
paddle’s blade – a tool  ful l  of  movement 
and meaning.  For  the designer i t  was 
impor tant  to share the language of 
the maker:  to match the meticulously 
craf ted balance of  propor t ions,  detai ls 
and assembly of  elements wi th Cruso’s 
commitment to the sk i l ls  and knowledge 
of  the ar t isan.  Poetic and functional , 
the CNC machined component pieces 
have been f inished by hand in an act 
of  ref inement that  ex tends the vision 
of  the design.

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://benoitdeneufbourg.com
http://cruso.com


Belg ium i s Des ign Mi l an Des ign Week 2017 9/19  Be lg i tude be lg iumisdes ign .be

 NATHALIE  DE WEZ – VAL SAINT L AMBERT

 nathal iedewez.com + val-saint- lamber t .com

i n n e r  l i g h t
Cr ys ta l ,  LED

300 x Ø410 mm
231 x Ø374 mm
470 x Ø525 mm

Three one-of f  l amps that  emphasise the 
inner pro jec t ion of  l ight ,  each formed by 

two layers of  le f tover  cr ys ta l  and wi th 
LEDs p laced in thei r  centres .

photo © Natha l i e Dewez

A hand-in-glove relat ionship.  Career 
histor ies may di f fer  by a few hundred 
years,  but  f i rs t- t ime col laborators 
Nathal ie Dewez and Val  Saint  Lamber t 
share a wi l l ingness to reinterpret  mater i -
als ,  to develop the dialogue between 
designer and maker.  The resul t  is  not 
only an intel lectual  exercise for  both 
par t ies but  also a physical  exper ience. 
A design process informed by days 
spent sur rounded by the gr i t t y  gl i t ter 
of  a factor y f loor  laden wi th thousands 
of  cr ystals ,  and the close dynamic of 
work ing wi th a smal l  team.

The sk i l l  of  Val  Saint  Lamber t ’s  craf ts-
men’s for  precision-cut  cr ystal  is  central , 
yet  Dewez was conscious that  this  cut 
aspect  can have an impact  that  is  more 
yesterday than tomorrow.  As a resul t ,  she 
focuses on the shade of  the cut ,  using 
two layers of  lef tover  cr ystal ,  one inside 
the other,  wi th the inner sur face cut  wi th 
drawings and the outer  sanded to catch 
the projection.  Conceptual l y  grounded 
in reinvention,  these works are equal l y 
formed by the fashion- immune qual i t ies 
of  communication:  a mutual  exper ience 
of  l is tening and learning,  adaption and 
exploration,  a careful l y  craf ted conversa-
t ion defined by i ts  openness. 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://nathaliedewez.com 
http://val-saint-lambert.com
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 JAN & R ANDOALD – L ABT

 janenrandoald.be + labt .be

r o n t g e n  r a c k
Metal ,  Acr y l i c  One 
200 x 40 x 160 cm

Rack ,  cabinet  and/or  bench, 
the func t ions of  th is  modular  p iece of 

furn i ture can be t ransformed according 
to the needs and percept ion of  the user. 

photo © Jan&Randoa ld

S tatements and questions.  Graphic de-
signers Jan & Randoald and Labt have 
worked together a number of  t imes, 
the lat ter  a label  of  Atel ier  Ternier  that 
presents a col lection of  custom-made 
and l imi ted edi t ion furni ture in col -
laboration wi th designers from di f ferent 
discipl ines.  Al lowing ideas to gradual l y 
germinate,  grow and mature,  in this 
project  a ser ies of  proposals investigate 
the mul t iple identi t ies of  a structure. 

Conceptual l y  Ron t gen  Rac k  is  an exercise 
to encourage lateral  think ing,  drawing 
on Ob l i q ue  S t r a t eg i e s  created by Br ian Eno 
and Peter  Schmidt  in which ‘a set  of 
cards contains a remark that  can help 
break deadlocks in creati ve si tuations.’ 
The designers uti l ised more than the 
technical  sk i l ls  of  Frank Ternier  to high-
l ight  the pragmatic and cr yptic  nature 
of  the approach:  ‘Repeti t ion is  a form 
of  change.’  ‘Use an old idea? ’  ‘ What to 
increase? ’  ‘ What to reduce? ’  ‘Are there 
sections? ’  ‘Consider  transi t ions.’  And in 
an al ternati ve nod,  the work also gives 
thanks to the Swiss ar t is t  duo of  Peter 
F ischl i  and David Weiss:  ‘Be calm. Smile. 
Accept change as inevi table.’

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://janenrandoald.be
http://labt.be
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 L AEND – VALERIE_TR A AN

 laend.be + valer ietraan.be

e c h o
100% wool 

180 x 90 cm 

Protot ypes of  a tu f ted rug col lec t ion 
in which the kni t ted sur face changes 

pat tern depending on where the v iewer 
s tands .  I ts  s ize inv i tes mobi le use and 

the possib le combinat ion of  several 
non- ident ical  par ts .

photo © Chr i s t i an Aschman
photo © Yvan Guerdon

photo © D iane S tever l ynck

Radical  and exper imental .  Since 
2014,  designers Diane Stever lynck 
and Cheval ier  Masson (Er ic  Cheval ier 
& Anne Masson) have joined forces to 
produce tex t i le  works under the label 
Laend.  Drawn to their  approach to pro-
cesses and mater ials  that  form t imeless 
objects in our  homes,  this  project  has 
been given visibi l i t y  by long-term sup-
por ter  Veer le Wenes,  founder of  the 
valer ie_traan gal ler y in Antwerp. 

Echo  is  the resul t  of  long-standing 
research by Laend,  in which the inven-
t ion of  a thread explores i ts  rhy thmic po-
tential .  Producing ef fects that  are never 
identical ,  instead the chromatic graphic 
identi t y  of fers subtle and sensi t i ve 
sur face var iat ions.  Intr insic to the project 
is  the col laboration wi th Diese Wolle, 
a special is t  spinning mil l  wi th production 
faci l i t ies in Belgium, and Limi ted Edi t ion, 
a Belgian edi tor  and producer of  carpets, 
which of fered i ts  exper t ise and infra-
structure in the protot yping.  Forming a 
design language together,  Echo  of fers the 
possibi l i t y  to unfold in di f ferent  products 
and pat terns,  l ike an alphabet ful l  of 
unique characters.

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://laend.be
http://valerietraan.be
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 X AVIER LUST –  CHARLES SCHAMBOURG

 xavier lust .com + nacarat .be

b e e
Aluminium, uphols ter y,  woven leather

54 x 47 x 81 cm

Protot ype chai r  that  contras ts the 
dynamic a luminium construc t ion 

wi th the sof tness of  the woven 
leather  uphols ter y. 

photo © Xav ie r  Lus t

Passion and harmony.  The pair ing of 
Xavier  Lust  and Char les Schambourg by 
Nacarat  is  an establ ished one,  having 
already worked together on the l imi ted 
edi t ion piece Sk i n  Touc h  Bench .  The designer 
and workshop of  luxur y woven leather 
share a deep understanding of  craf ts-
manship,  what  i t  means to be seduced 
by beauti ful  mater ials  and impor tantl y, 
the nature of  the ‘wi th’  in terms of  col -
laboration.  I t ’s  an organic team, both 
par tners por traying a common vision of 
design and relat ionship framed by what 
Nicolas Berr yer  of  Nacarat  descr ibes as 
‘an epicurean sense of  humour.’ 

The chair  takes i ts  inspirat ion from the 
natural  wor ld,  in par t icular  the bee,  the 
symbol  of  supreme social  organisa-
t ion.  Composed of  a l ight  conical  shel l 
suppor ted by thin aluminium legs and 
leather  upholster y woven in a hexagonal 
pat tern,  these elements respectively 
recal l  the thin legs of  the insect  and the 
per fect  construction of  i ts  hive.  In Bee , 
Lust ’s  sk i l l  for  work ing in metal  and the 
leather  craf t  of  Nacarat ’s  team of  exper i -
enced ar t isans f inds an exquisi te sense 
of  equi l ibr ium. 

b y  N a c a r a t

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://xavierlust.com
http://www.nacarat.be
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 MULLER VAN SE VEREN – EMAILLERIE  BELGE

 muller vanseveren.be + emai l ler iebelge.com

f i r e w o r k s 
f w # 1

Enamel led s teel  p late
70 x 70 x 110 cm

Protot ype p iece of  furn i ture 
in which one s teel  p late is 

fo lded to form a smal l  desk , 
rack and/or  fo ld ing screen and 
then enamel led in co lours that 

accentuate the shape. 

photo © Mul l e r  Van Severen

Archi tectural  interplay.  The pair ing of 
Mul ler  Van Severen (F ien Mul ler  and 
Hannes Van Severen) and Emai l ler ie 
Belge is  one that  br ings the dist inc-
t i ve assemblies of  the design duo 
together wi th a company that  has 
evolved from i ts  industr ial  past  to 
ar t isan future.  A f i rs t- t ime par tnership in 
some ways,  Emai l ler ie Belge was taken 
over  by Belgian stone manufacturer 
Van Den Weghe,  a company that  Mul ler 
Van Severen has of ten col laborated wi th, 
and provided the oppor tuni t y  to work 
wi th enamel .

A project  ful l  of  chal lenges.  For  Mul ler 
Van Severen i t  was crucial  to create a 
useful  piece of  furni ture wi thout  losing 
the aesthetic of  sculptural  comfor t . 
And for  Emai l ler ie Belge,  the form and 
size of  the objects were the main issues. 
Adapting i ts  production processes of 
cut t ing,  folding,  cleaning,  degreas-
ing,  dr y ing,  baking and enamell ing,  in 
par t icular  i t  was the l imi tat ions of  i ts 
oven – the steel  is  heated to 830 °C and 
could have easi l y  deformed or  bent 
the shape – that  had to be overcome. 
Addi t ional  suppor ts were the answer 
and t ypi f y  the f ine balance that  l ies 
behind the design.

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://mullervanseveren.be
http://emailleriebelge.com
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 JULIEN RENAULT –  KE WLOX 

 jul ienrenaul tobjects .com + kewlox .eu

m i s t
Steel ,  a luminium, tex tured glass 

80 x 42 cm x var iab le heights

Modular  s torage sys tem, which creates a 
window f rame of  tex tured and t ranslucent 

g lass to reveal  the colour  and ob jec ts 
contained wi th in the furn i ture .

photo © Ju l i en Renau l t  /  Kewlox

Tak ing histor y for ward.  This project  is  a 
work of  development and consequence 
that  takes in designer Jul ien Renaul t ’s 
role as ar t is t ic  di rector  of  Kewlox ,  an 
icon of  Belgian design for  i ts  modular 
storage system since the 1950s but 
keen to evolve i ts  brand sensibi l i t ies 
for  today’s market .  A col laboration that 
star ted in 2016,  Renaul t ’s  approach 
isn’ t  about deconstructing or  reinven-
t ion but  changing perceptions:  making 
wi thout  breaking.

Not seeking the needless new, Renaul t 
has maintained the logic of  the classic 
structure of  the Kewlox system, and 
instead used a palet te of  mater ials 
and f inishes to achieve his interpreta-
t ion.  Like over-sized lockers,  the format 
plays to the strengths of  the brand whi le 
acting as an intel l igent  complement to 
i ts  exist ing col lections.  And because 
design is  not  just  about the designer, 
what  this  relat ionship also highl ights 
is  the exper ience and ski l l  of  Kewlox 
in handl ing di f ferent  mater ials  and 
products,  resolv ing the technical  chal -
lenges,  reviewing supply l ines,  seeking 
logist ical  solut ions,  adapting distr ibution, 
organising communication – actions that 
are not  behind-the-scenes but  central  to 
the stage of  creati v i t y.

 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://julienrenaultobjects.com
http://kewlox.eu
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For  fur ther  information & to 
ar range inter v iews wi th the 
organisers and indiv idual 
par t ic ipants,  please contact:

The press k i t  and hi - res images, 
are avai lable to download at  the 

Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn  websi te: 
belgiumisdesign.be/press

PRESS SERVICE

 b e l g i u m
 WBI ( Wal lonie-Bruxel les International )  — d. lefebvre@wbi .be
 WBDM ( Wallonie-Bruxel les Design Mode)  M +32 477 400 537
 Dominique Lefèbvre  T +32 2 421 83 63 

 F landers DC — bie@flandersdc.be 
 Bie Luyssaer t   M +32 497 59 33 17
   T +32 2 227 60 62 
   f landersdc.be

 MAD Brussels — si l v ia .mar t inel l i@mad.brussels 
 Si l v ia Mar t inel l i   T  +32 496 51 88 89
   mad.brussels

     

 i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Comunico

 Nicolet ta Mur ialdo — nicolet ta .mur ialdo@comu-nico. i t
   M +39 339 5318579 
 I lar ia  Gigl io — press@comu-nico. i t
   M +39 388 3218228

BELGIUM IS  DESIGN 

Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn  is  a common label  that  uni tes the actions of  regional  organisations 
WBDM ( Wallonie-Bruxel les Design Mode),  wi th the suppor t  of  AWEX, F landers DC 

(former ly  Design F landers)  and MAD Brussels (Mode and Design Centre)  wi th 
the suppor t  of  Brussels Invest  & Expor t .  This joined-up approach has been 

acti ve since 2011,  st imulating and developing ini t iat i ves to showcase Belgium’s 
designers,  manufacturers and producers in foreign markets. 

belgiumisdesign.be

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://belgiumisdesign.be/press
http://flandersdc.be
http://mad.brussels
http://belgiumisdesign.be
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FLANDERS DC 
Flanders DC stimulates the creati ve 
sector  to turn i ts  sk i l ls  into business. 
I t  aspires to increase stronger 
and more future-or iented creati ve 
entrepreneurship in the whole of 
F landers.  F landers DC reaches this 
goal  by strengthening,  connecting 
and promoting the F lemish creati ve 
economy.  F landers DC works for  the 
whole of  the creati ve sector,  wi th 
special  focus on design,  fashion 
and gaming.

Since 2016,  Design Vlaanderen and 
F landers Fashion Insti tu te have 
been integrated into F landers DC. 
The speci f ic  ef for ts  related to design 
are organised by F landers DC for 
Design.  Two of  i ts  most  signi f icant 
actions are the Hen r y  v an  de  Ve l de  Awar d s , 
the F lemish design pr ize that  has 

acknowledged the achievements 
of  design and designers since 1994, 
and var ied par t ic ipation in design 
fai rs  across the wor ld,  which of ten 
take place in col laboration wi th other 
Belgian par tners.

Ul t imately F landers DC aims to inspire 
creati ves and those passionate 
about their  work .  Those engaged 
in the industr y  can increase their 
professional ism by using i ts  guide 
to entrepreneurship,  par t ic ipating in 
labs on speci f ic  topics or  in indiv idual 
consul tancy sessions.

F landers DC is the coordinator  of  the 
international  Distr ic ts of  Creativ i t y 
Network (distr ic tsofcreati v i t y.org), 
which uni tes 12 of  the most creati ve 
and innovative regions of  the wor ld.
 

THE INSTI TUTIONS

 F landers DC — bie@flandersdc.be 
 Bie Luyssaer t ,  Tom Suykerbuyk ,   T +32 2 227 60 60
 Mies Van Roy & Inge Vranken  f landersdc.be

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://districtsofcreativity.org
http://flandersdc.be
http://flandersdc.be
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MAD BRUSSELS  
MODE AND DESIGN CENTRE 
MAD Brussels is  a plat form for  ex-
per t ise in the fashion and design 
sectors.  I t  is  a unique shop window in 
which the values of  Brussels fashion 
and design are showcased.  Looking 
towards the future and wi th innovation 
at  i ts  hear t ,  MAD Brussels’  mission 
is  to promote (young) entrepreneurs. 
Both inside and outside Brussels, 
the Centre encourages new ini t ia-
t i ves and suppor ts those passionate 

about fashion and design in order 
to strengthen their  development and 
grow th in these f ields.

MAD Brussels’  new bui lding is  located 
in the hear t  of  Brussels and opens on 
the 20 Apr i l  2017.  Inside MAD’s new 
home, i t  is  whi te al l  the way creating 
an eclectic  whi te cube to highl ight 
cur rent  Belgian design. 
 

 MAD Brussels — contact@mad.brussels
   +32 2 880 85 62
   mad.brussels

 Si l v ia Mar t inel l i   si l v ia .mar t inel l i@mad.brussels
   +32 496 51 88 89
 Anaïs Lamber t   anais . lamber t@mad.brussels 
   T +32 475 37 26 80

 i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h
 Brussels Invest  & Expor t  — sdhaemer@sprb.brussels
 Sophie D’Haemer  T +32 2 800 40 62
   brussels-expor t .be 

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://mad.brussels
http://www.brussels-export.be
http://www.brussels-export.be
http://mad.brussels
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WBDM 
WALLONIE-BRUXELLES DESIGN MODE 
The main objecti ve of  Wal lonie-
Bruxel les Design Mode ( WBDM) is 
to presents i ts  regions’s fashion and 
design on the international  market . 
Ini t iated in 2006,  the organisation’s 
role is  to suppor t ,  promote and advise 
companies,  designers and st y l is ts 
who want to expor t  their  creations.  
In order  to showcase the work of 
Wal loon and Brussels creati ves,  the 
WBDM team br ings together Belgian 
talent  in international  events such 

as the Salone del  Mobi le in Mi lan, 
Maison & Objet  in Par is ,  and in both 
these ci t ies fashion weeks.  WBDM 
also works in associat ion wi th many 
exper ts ,  creating gateways between 
the wor lds of  industr y  and design and 
of fer ing speci f ic  ser vices in terms 
of  expor t  suppor t  for  the targeted 
industr ies.  At  i ts  hear t ,  innovation 
and long-term stabi l i t y  are key vi r tues 
advocated by WBDM.
 

 Wal lonie-Bruxel les Design Mode — info@wbdm.be 
 Laure Capi tani ,  Lesl ie Lombard,   T +32 2 421 84 42
  Giorgia Morero  wbdm.be

 Dominique Lefèbvre — d. lefebvre@wbi .be
 Comunicazione & uf f ic io stampa  M +32 477 400 537
   T +32 2 421 83 63

http://belgiumisdesign.be
http://wbdm.be
http://wbdm.be
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atel ier  lachaer t  dhanis  
atel ier lachaer tdhanis .com

Nicolas Bovesse
nicolasbovesse.com

Jean-François D’Or
loudordesign.be

Benoî t  Deneufbourg
benoi tdeneufbourg.com

Nathal ie Dewez
nathal iedewez.com

Jan & Randoald
janenrandoald.be

Laend  
laend.be

Xavier  Lust
xavier lust .com 

Muller  Van Severen
muller vanseveren.be

Jul ien Renaul t
jul ienrenaul tobjects .com

Ar t  Casting 
ar tcasting.be

Keramis
keramis.be

Maison Ver vloet
ver vloet .com

Cruso
cruso.com

Val  Saint  Lamber t
val -saint- lamber t .com

Labt
labt .be

valer ie_traan 
valer ietraan.be

Char les Schambourg by Nacarat
nacarat .be

Emai l ler ie Belge 
emai l ler iebelge.com

Kewlox
kewlox .eu
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