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For Milan Design Week 2016, 
the organisations and insti tutions 
that suppor t and promote Belgian 
design under the collective name 
Be lg ium i s  Des ign ,  have joined forces 
wi th the international contemporar y 
cul ture magazine DAMN°. Taking par t 
in the group event A Mat t e r  o f  Pe r cep t i on: 
Tr ad i t i on  &  Techno log y  at the Palazzo Li t ta , 
the seventh edi tion of Be lg ium i s  Des ign ’s 
presentation in Milan, Be lg i an  Mat t e r s , 
features the resul ts of pair ings 
between 13 designers and companies, 
the lat ter of ten coming from sectors 
far removed from that of furni ture 
design. Each project has been com-
missioned especial ly for the event and 
wil l  be seen for the first  time dur ing 
the Salone . 

For DAMN° and i ts par tner Mosca 
i t is a return to the 17th-centur y 
Palazzo Lit ta, having hosted A Mat ter 
o f  Per cep t ion:  P roduc t s  & Mater ia ls at the 
location in 2015. Centrally si tuated on 
the Corso Magenta, i t is a place fil led 
but not overwhelmed by centuries-
old stories of the people engaged in 
culture, poli tics, economics and the 
ar t of socialising that have passed 
through i ts doorways. This time DAMN°, 
an independent publication founded in 
Belgium 11 years ago, invi tes Diébédo 
Francis Kéré to reflect on A Mat ter  o f 
Per cep t ion .  The Berlin-based architect, 
who was born in Burkina Faso, trans-
forms the cour tyard into Neo-A f r ic ana: 
a meeting pavilion, which celebrates 
and animates the timely and timeless 
themes of tradition and technology, 
alongside a series of talks and activi-
ties that includes live-inter views with 
the Belgian contributors. I t is within this 
contex t that Belg ium is  Des ign has worked 
closely with DAMN° in selecting and 

matching the par ticipants for Belg ian 
Mat ter s ,  who come from all three regions 
of Belgium (Brussels, Flanders and 
Wallonia) and occupy three rooms of 
the Palazzo. The par tnerships have 
been forged and suppor ted by Belg ium is 
Des ign and present a series of ad-hoc 
products and prototypes that stress 
confrontations and commonali ties 
between designers and manufacturers, 
as they work both with their fields of 
exper tise but also outside their normal 
experiences. Designers use a range of 
materials (bluestone, leather and wood) 
or techniques (glass blowing, tapestr y 
and tanning) with dif ferent degrees 
of familiari ty. However, for the mix of 
manufacturers, ar tisans, industrial pro-
ducers and research centres, i t is of ten 
the first oppor tunity to experiment and 
encounter design as a collaborative act 
or in a way that expands and exploits 
the potential of their role beyond that 
of a supplier of materials or the tools 
of production. What links these diverse 
approaches and mixed typologies (ac-
cessories, small objects or furniture) 
is the emphasis on the creation of 
each project, the process of making 
and mutual learning, and the dialogue 
that has arisen out of these carefully 
craf ted relationships.

Thomas Lommée & Christiane Högner, 
who are par ticipating as designers, 
are also responsible for the scenogra-
phy and Kidnap Your Designer is the 
team behind the graphic design of the 
Be lg ium i s  Des ign  2016 edi tion. Ul timately 
i t ’s al l  about connections, from the 
content to the set ting: this is Belgian 
design, made in Belgium, but decid-
edly for the world and uninhibi ted by 
borders of experience.
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 designers  producers 

Jul ien Carretero
jul iencar retero.com

Maar ten De Ceulaer
maar tendeceulaer.com

Freder ik  Delbar t
freder ikdelbar t .be

Damien Gernay
damiengernay.com

Kaspar Hamacher
kasparhamacher.be

Thomas Lommée & Chr is t iane Högner
intrastructures.net  & www. lof i -s tudio.com

Mar ie Mees & Cathér ine Biasino
theal fredcol lection.com

Muller  Van Severen
muller vanseveren.be

Jul ien Renaul t
jul ienrenaul tobjects .com

Sarha & Levi
levisarha .com

Ben Storms
benstorms.be

Unfold
unfold.be

Mathias van de Wal le
mathiasvandewal le.com 

Carr ières de la Pier re Bleue Belge 
pier rebleuebelge.be

Company tbc

Van Den Weghe
vandenweghe.be

Delvaux
delvaux .com

Tanner ie Radermecker
tanner ie-radermecker.com

Company tbc

Vancaster
vancaster.be

Company tbc 

Atmosphère et  Bois
atmosphere-bois .com

Keramis 
keramis.be

Het Glazen Huis
www.hetglazenhuis .be

Mater ial ise & glass manufacturer  tbc
mater ial ise.com

Ralph Baggaley
ralphbaggaley.com
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For fur ther  information and 
to ar range inter v iews wi th 
the organisers and par t icipants, 
please see the contacts below.

A press k i t ,  which includes detai ls  of 
each project  and hi - res images,  is  avai l -

able to download at  the Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn 
websi te from 16 Februar y 2016.

belgiumisdesign.be/press

press service

 Design F landers — info@designvlaanderen.be 
 Chr is t ian Ooster l inck ,  Inge Vranken  T +32 2 227 60 60 
    designvlaanderen.be
 
 Wal lonie-Bruxel les Design Mode — info@wbdm.be 
 Giorgia Morero   T +32 2 421 87 08
   wbdm.be
     
 Brussels Invest  & Expor t  — l lamber ts@sprb.brussels
 Laurent  Lamber ts  T +32 2 800 40 62
    brussels-expor t .be 

 b e l g i u m
 B ie Luyssaer t  — bie. luyssaer t@designvlaanderen.be 
 Design F landers  M +32 497 59 33 17
   T +32 2 227 60 62 

 Dominique Lefèbvre  — d. lefebvre@wbi .be 
 WBI /  Wal lonie-Bruxel les International   M +32 477 400 537 
 WBDM / Wal lonie-Bruxel les Design Mode  T +32 2 421 83 63 

 
 i n t e r n a t i o n a l

Comunico
 Nicolet ta Mur ialdo — nicolet ta .mur ialdo@comu-nico. i t
   M +39 339 5318579 
 I lar ia  Gigl io — press@comu-nico. i t
   M +39 388 3218228

belgium is  design 

Be l g i um  i s  De s i gn  is  a common label  that  uni tes the actions of  regional 
organisations WBDM ( Wallonie-Bruxel les Design Mode),  Design F landers 
and Brussels Invest  & Expor t .  This joined-up approach has been acti ve 

since 2011,  st imulating and developing ini t iat i ves to showcase Belgium’s 
designers,  manufacturers and producers in foreign markets.

belgiumisdesign.be


