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BELGIAN MATTERS

j“For Milan: Desrgn Week 2016

i ~the orgahrsatrons and rhstrtutrons :

- that support-and promote Belglan Gt

: 'gdesrgn under the: cotl_ec.trye na_me :

Belgium is.Design, have joined forces
“with the international contemporary =
culture maga'zine DAMN?®. Taking part
in the group event A Matter of Perceptron :
Tradition & Technology at the Palazzo Lrtta

the seventh edition of Belgium is Design’s - :

presentation in Milan, Belgian Matters, - . .
features the results of pairings -
between 13 designers and -c:om.panies,
the latter often. coming from-sectors.
far removed from that of furniture
design. Each project has been.com-
missioned especially for the event and
will be seen for the first time durin'g
the Salone. ‘

For DAMN® and its partner Mosca

it is a return to the 17"-century
Palazzo Litta, having hosted A Matter
of Perception: Products & Materials at the
location in 2015. Centrally situated on
the Corso Magenta, it is a place filled
but not overwhelmed by centuries-
old stories of the people engaged in
culture, politics, economics and the
art of socralrsrng that have: passed

through its doorways. This time: DAMNO,:_-__.__.__:__ -
an |hdepehdent publication founded in

Belgrum 11 years 'ago; invites. Diebédo
Francrs Kéré to reflect on A Matter df.,... ;
Perceptron The Berlin-based archrtect
Who was: born in Burkina Faso, trans—
forms the: courtyard into Neo-Africana:

a rneetrng pavrlron which celebrates

and: anrmates ‘the- trmely and trmeless

themes: of tradition and te ---hol_o-gy

anngsrde a series of talks and actrvr—
ties that includes | ; ' WS Wrth'- :
the Belgian contributors /
context that Belgium is Design has worke
closely with DAMN?® in selecting and

2 f'matchrng the partrcrpants for Belgran :
- Matters, who come from all three: regrons |
. of Belgium (Brussels Flanders and: i
o ‘:Wallonra) and occupy three rooms: of
. the Palazzo. The partrierships have G

_ - been forged and supported by Belgrum rs‘f ‘_
Desrgn -and present a-series of ‘ad- hoc s
-products‘and prototypes that stress: :

s _oonfrontatrons and commonalrtres
- between designers and: manufacturers gt
~-as they work both with therr fields of
expertise but also outside their normal
~experiences. Designers-use a range of -
materrals (bluestone leather and Wood)
- ‘or:techniques (glass. blowrng tapestry '

and tanning) with different degrees
of familiarity. However for the mix of
manufacturers, artrsans rhdustrral pro—

“ducers-and research centres, it is often:.....
~.the first opp‘ortunity.to exp’eri.me-ht and::uu

encounter design-as a CoIIaborative’act i
or in_a way that expands and explorts ‘
the potential of therr roIe beyond that
of a supplier of materials or the tools
of production. What links these diverse
approaches and mixed typologies (ac-
cessories, small objects or furniture)
is the emphasis on the creation of
each project, the process of making
and mutual Iearnrnq and ‘the. dralogue
that has. arisen out of these’ caretully
rafted reIatronshrps _ i

ind the graphic. desrqn of
Design 2016 edition. Ultim

desrgn made in B -l-g;;r: ut:"decrd—

-edly for the' Wor"d and uninhibited by
“borders of experience.
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PRESS SERVICE

”?For further rntormatron and
ol arrange rntervrews with
‘the: organrsers and partrcrpants
‘-please see the contacts below

A press: krt Whrch rncludes detarls of
'each project-and: hizres images, is avail-
| ‘able to download at the Belgium is Design
‘ websrte from 16 February 2016:
belqrumrsdesrqn be/press‘- -
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Nicoletta Murialdo

llaria Giglio
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BELGIUM IS DESIGN

Belgium is Design is a common label that unites the actions of regional
organisations WBDM (Wallonie-Bruxelles Design Mode), Design Flanders
and Brussels Invest & Export. This joined-up approach has been active
since 2011, stimulating and developing initiatives to showcase Belgium’s

desrgners manufacturers and producers in forergn markets
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